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MITCHELL JOHNSON 
Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural) [5.26 pm]: I briefly wish to make a statement acknowledging the end of 
the career of one of my favourite cricketers, Mitchell Johnson, who was the International Cricket Council 
cricketer of the year in both 2009 and 2014. He debuted on 8 November 2007 with cap 298 for Australia. 
Significantly, he is the last of the 300 cap club to retire, given that Chris Rogers retired early in the year.  

Mitch Johnson played 73 tests, made 2 065 runs at 22, including a century and 11 half centuries, with the highest 
score of 123 not out. He also played 153 one-day internationals. In test cricket, Mitch Johnson is the 
fourth overall greatest wicket taker for Australia, with 313 wickets at 28.4. On 12 occasions he has taken 
five wickets in an innings. On three occasions, he has taken 10 wickets in a match, with his best bowling career 
being 8/61. In one-day internationals, his best bowling figure was 6/31. 

I am kind of hoping that Mitch Johnson may be available to play for the Parliament team tomorrow against the 
press but I have an idea that he may be busy. He was born in Townsville, Queensland. Dennis Lillee identified 
Mitch as an extraordinary talent when he was just 17 years old, and Dennis turned out to have good judgement. 
He was a generally frightening fast bowler, the likes of which I had not seen since Dennis Lillee played when 
I was a boy. He genuinely did frighten batsmen and was a big factor in winning the Ashes in Australia in the last 
series here. Like many sportsmen and many people, Mitch Johnson has had his ups and downs in life but it is 
great to see him perform at his best. When he was in full flight, it was a pleasure to watch. I thank you for your 
contribution to Australian cricket, Mitch. It has been great watching you, and I wish you a happy retirement.  

House adjourned at 5.28 pm 
__________  
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